faithful subjects comprised the third colony to come to Ameri-
ca, where they eventually merged with the second, or Nephite
colony. Many chapters of Jeremiah have to do with this situa-
tion, Israel as a puppet state, looking to Egypt for deliverance,
though God had decreed her captivity as punishment. Jere-
miah was imprisoned, and his life endangered by his repeated
advice to bow to Nebuchadnezzar’s yoke. Ezekiel, who wrote
from captivity in Babylon, wrote of the same thing, and some
of Isaiah’s prophecies were intended to prepare the people for
the same situation.

There is yet more to be said about the ways in which the
Bible foretells the Book of Mormon. Jesus himself foretold
his appearance to the people of the American continent, We
shall examine that very interesting statement in the chapter
on “Christ’s Other Sheep.”

The Book of Mormon is scriptural. Its historical move-
ments, its peoples, its coming forth are all prominently included
in Bible prophecy, in order that in the mouths of two or three
witnesses God's care for the people of Israel, and his love that
sent his Only Begotten Son into the world might be made mani-
fest to the children of men.

27
Christ’s Other Sheep

And verily, 1 say unio yox, that ye are they of whom 1 said,
Other sheep 1 have which are not of this fold; them also I must
bring, and they shall hear my voice, and there shall be one fold, and
one shepherd. And they understood me not, for they supposed it
had been the Gentiles; for they understood not that the Gentiles
should be converted through their preaching; and they understood
me not that I said they shall hear my voice; and they understood me
not that the Gentiles should not at any time hear my voice; that I
showuld not manifest myself wunto them, save it were by the Holy
Ghost.  But behold, ye have both heard my voice, and seen me, and
ye are my sheep, and ye are numbered among those whom the Father
hath given me. And verily, verily, I say unto you, that 1 have other
sheep, which are not of this land; neither of the land of Jerusalem;
neither in any parts of that land round about, whither I have been
to minister. For they of whom I speak, are they who have not as
yet heard my voice; neither have 1 at any time manifested myself
unto them. But I have received a commandment of the Father, that
I shall go unto them, and that they shall hear my voice, and shall
be numbered among my sheep, that there may be one fold, and one
shepherd; therefore 1 go to show myself unto them.—III Nephi
7:20-26.

LET us examine some of the Bible prophecies

which we believe point definitely and posi-

tively to the Book of Mormon people. One of these prophe-

cies was given by Jesus himself. It is the statement we have

just read about Jesus’ “other sheep.” We believe that these

“other sheep,” or at least some of them, were descendants of

Joseph of Egypt, who had migrated from Jerusalem to
ancient America in 600 B.C.



Bible commentators who know nothing of the Book
of Mormon are all unanimous in declaring that the “other
sheep” of which Jesus was speaking in John 10:16 were
the Gentiles. We admit that there is no doubt whatsoever
that the gospel was for the Gentiles as well as for the Jews.
But the principle is plainly laid down throughout the Scrip-
tures that the Gentiles were to receive the gospel through the
ministry of the Holy Ghost, and of Israel, the servant nation,
and not through the personal ministry of Christ. Though
Jesus may have met and incidentally talked to Gentiles in his
ministry, he never entered upon any formal ministry to any
group or race or nation of Gentiles. He himself declared,
“I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel”
(Matthew 15:24). The question which we wish to discuss
hete is thetefore this: Were the Gentiles the “other sheep”
about whom Jesus was talking in this verse, or were the
“other sheep” another nation of Israel, lost or unknown to
the people of Jerusalem?

A COVENANT wWITH GOD

Many centuries ago, God made a covenant with Israel,
and Israel with him. By obedience and faithfulness to this
covenant, Israel was to become the nation or people through
whom the Messiah should come, through whom salvation
should be proclaimed to the other nations of earth, and
through whom the benefits and blessings of a righteous
theocratic government were to be demonstrated to the world.
Isaiah 11:10 says: “And in that day there shall be a root of
Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it
shall the Gentiles seek; and his rest shall be glorious.” The
forty-ninth chapter of Isaiah contains such verses as these:
“Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”
“I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the
people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate
heritages.” Isaiah 42:6 says, I the Lord . . . give thee for a

covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles.” Isaiah
60:3 reads: “And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and
kings to the brightness of thy rising.”

It should be noted in passing that there is no principle
more unequivocally emphasized through all the Old Testa-
ment prophets, than the principle that though Israel broke
its covenant with God and was scattered to the four corners
of the earth, God would not forget that covenant, and when
Israel once again turned to him and accepted the Messiah
which came through their line, Israel would again be gath-
ered. God has never made covenant with any other nation
as he did with Israel. He wills that #// men shall be saved,
that the Gentiles should be included in his kingdom, but
there is no deviation from the principle laid down also by
Jesus when talking to the Samaritan woman at the well, that
“salvation is of the Jews.” Through Israel, the chosen serv-
ant nation, all the other nations of the earth should be blest.

Throughout the Old Testament, whenever reference is
made to God’s sheep, or his flock, that reference is always
to Israel, the covenant people. Israel is his flock; the peo-
ple of Israel are his sheep. David, in the eightieth Psalm,
addresses himself to the “Shepherd of Israel, thou that lead-
est Joseph like a flock.” Isaiah 40:11 is the familiar pas-
sage referring to Christ: “He shall feed his flock like a shep-
herd.” The twenty-third chapter of Jeremiah is a diatribe
against the false shepherds who have destroyed and scat-
tered his flock, and a promise that “I will gather the rem-
nant of my flock out of all countries whither I have driven
them, and will bring them again to their folds; and they
shall be fruitful and increase.”

The thirty-fourth chapter of Ezekiel is almost in its en-
tirety a reproof of the false shepherd of Israel, and a prom-
ise that the scattered sheep of Israel shall be gathered again.
From this chapter we select such verses as these: “They were
scattered, because there is no shepherd” (34:5). "My sheep
wandered through all the mountains, and upon every high hill:



yea, my flock was scattered upon all the face of the earth,
and none did search or seek after them” (34:6). Inciden-
tally, this is another indication that some of the sheep may
have found their way to America. “As a shepherd seeketh
out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are
scattered; so I will seek out my sheep, and will deliver them
out of all places where they have been scattered in the
cloudy and dark day” (34:12). “Therefore will I save my
flock, and they shall no more be a prey” (34:22). “And
I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed
them, even my servant David; he shall feed them, and he
shall be their shepherd” (34:23). In verses seventeen and
thirty-one Israel is addressed as “my flock, the flock of my
pasture.”

In the Book of Mormon passage used as a Scripture
reading, Jesus makes the categorical statement that the Gen-
tiles shall at no time hear his voice, but shall be converted
only through the ministry of the Holy Ghost and the preach-
ing of Israel. This is in direct contradiction to the common
belief that Jesus was speaking of the Gentiles when he said,
“Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also
I must bring, and they shall hear my voice” (John 10:16).

D Jesus EVER GO TO THE GENTILES?

There is no historical or scriptural account of any mis-
sion Jesus ever undertook in person into Gentile territory,
or to any substantial group of Gentiles, or to any Gentile
nation. There are several incidents which seem to indicate
that Jesus may have ministered incidentally to individual
Gentiles. One such possibility is the healing of the cen-
turion’s son, or servant, in Matthew 8:5-13. The Greek
version of Matthew’s account uses a word which may be
translated either boy, son, or servant. Luke’s account, in
Luke 7:2-10, uses a different word which can mean either
servant or slave. The centurion himself was a Gentile, and

therefore cautious about inviting Jesus into his house, but if
the sick person was not his son, but his “boy” in the sense
of being a servant or slave, then he may have been a Jew.
The story of the healing of the nobleman’s son in John 4:
49-53 may be a variation of this account. If it is, here is a
strong possibility that the nobleman or courtier and his son
were Gentiles, but still no absolute certainty.

Those who believe that Jesus went to the Gentiles point
to the healing of the daughter of the Canaanite or the Syro-
phoenician woman, which is recorded in Matthew 15:21-27,
and paralleled in Mark 7:24-29. This woman came beseech-
ing Jesus for help for her daughter. She came admittedly
from the region of Tyre and Sidon, which was heathen and
Gentile territory. When she asked for Jesus® help, the dis-
ciples jumped to the conclusion that she was a Gentile, and
asked Jesus to send her away. But Jesus replied, “I am not
sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Mat-
thew 15:24). The woman herself did not know her an-
cestry, did not know that she was of Israelite blood; she
therefore pleaded as a Gentile for Jesus’ blessing. But Jesus
knew and recognized her as one of the “lost sheep” of the
house of Israel, to whom he was sent. Because it was not
meet to take the children’s (Israel’s) bread and give it to
dogs (the Jewish epithet for Gentiles), Jesus gave her not
only the crumbs from the table, as she requested, but the
bread which was fitting and appropriate for a daughter of
Israel, the healing of her daughter.

Following this event, which is the only one mentioned
in that Gentile territory, Jesus turned eastward to the shores
of the Sea of Galilee, where a multitude quickly gathered
around him. He healed many of them, and performed the
miracle of feeding the four thousand with loaves and fishes.
Commentators also make bold to state that this crowd which
enjoyed Jesus' preaching and healing ministry was a crowd
of Gentiles. The Scripture does not say so, and neither do
the accompanying facts support such an idea. Galilee was



the province of Joseph and Mary and Jesus and they were
Jews, not Gentiles. It was the home of most of the twelve
apostles and rhey were not Gentiles. The synagogue at
Nazareth where Jesus stood up to read from Isaiah, and
where the Jews afterwards tried to cast him over a preci-
pice, was in Galilee. Capernaum, which was the center of
so much of Jesus’ early ministry, was in Galilee and it had
so latge a Jewish population that the Roman centurion sta-
tioned there courted Jewish favor by building them a syna-
gogue. Cana, where Jesus attended the wedding and turned
water to wine, was in Galilee. Nain, where he raised the
widow’s only son, was in Galilee. The Sermon on the Mount
was preached in Galilee. The conclusion is inescapable,
those Galileans who heard Jesus' voice, who received his
healing and preaching ministry and were fed with the loaves
and fishes, were of Israzel.

Jesus always seems to have followed the principle he
laid down in his statement to the Syrophoenician woman:
"I am not sent but unto the Jost sheep of the house of Is-
rael.” His first commission to the twelve, found in Matthew
10:5, 6, is explicit. “Go not into the way of the Gentiles,
and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: but go
rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”

In the ministry of the apostles the same practice of tak-
ing the gospel first to the Jew (the only positively known
Israelites remaining) and then to the Gentile was followed.
In every city where Paul preached, he went first to the syna-
gogue, and only when the Jews rejected him did he turn to
the Gentiles. Luke 24:47 says that repentance and remis-
sion of sins should be preached in Jesus' name among all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem, the capitol city of the Jews.
Acts 11:19 says, “They which were scattered abroad upon the
persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far as
Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to
none but unto the Jews only” But when the Jews rejected
the message, the apostles followed the example of Paul who

declared, “Henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles” (Acts
18:6). And again when Paul and Barnabas preached in the
synagogue in Antioch and were rejected by the Jews, they
said: "It was necessary that the word of God should first
have been spoken to you; but seeing ye put it from you,
and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we
turn to the Gentiles” (Acts 13:46).

THE INHABITANTS OF AMERICA

According to the Book of Mormon story which is corrob-
orated by the Bible prophecy detailed for you in the
previous chapter, the ancient inhabitants of America were
descendants of Joseph of Egypt. They were of the house of
Israel lost to their brethren in Palestine, but not lost to God
or Christ. The Jews of Palestine did not understand Christ’s
saying that his “other sheep” should also hear his voice; and
no one since, save those who were familiar with the Book of
Mormon story, has ever grasped the full meaning of that
statement. The Book of Mormon gives a beautiful account
of how Jesus in person visited the “other sheep” of Israel
who had been led to this continent, how he gave them his
law and his teachings, explained his doctrines, established his
church and its ordinances, and ordained his priesthood.
These people were more receptive than the sheep of Pales-
tine, for in America this ministry of Jesus ushered in the
“golden age,” the zenith of their civilized development. As
long as they remembered his teachings, they prospered.
When they began to forget, they too declined, and destroyed
themselves in fratricidal war.

Jesus told these ancient Americans that he had still other
sheep, lost sheep of the house of Israel, who were also to
hear his voice. Where these sheep may be we do not know,
but we do believe in the promises repeatedly given both in
the Bible and in the Book of Mormon, that in the last days
the gospel shall go from the Gentiles back to Israel, that



[srael shall begin to believe in the Messiah, and that «//
Israel which is scattered and sifted among all nations shall
be gathered from the four corners of the earth to the fold
of the Shepherd of Israel.
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Our American Scriptures

Wherefore, because that ye have a bible, ye need not suppose
that it contains all my words; neither need ye suppose that I bhave not
caused more to be written: for 1 command all men, both in the east,
and in the west, and in the north, and in the south, and in the islands
of the sea, that they shall write the words which 1 speak unto
them: . . . For behold, I shall speak unto the Jews, and they shall
write it: and I shall also speak unto the Nepbhites, and they shall
write it; and 1 shall also speak unto the other tribes of the house of
Lsrael, which 1 have led away, and they shall write it; and 1 shall
also speak unto all nations of the earth, and they shall write it. And
it shall come to pass that the Jews shall have the words of the Ne-
phites, and the Nephites shall bave the words of the Jews: and the Ne.
phites and the Jews shall have the words of the lost tribes of Lsrael;
and the lost tribes of Istael shall have the words of the Nephites and
the Jews—II Nephi 12:64-72.

ANY OF THE nations of earth have sacred writ-

ings or Scriptures which contain the laws and

principles of religious and moral conduct by which the fol-
lowers of various religious movements govern their lives and
their worship. The Bible is only one of almost countless sacred
books which are to be found in almost every nation in the
world. The attitude of Christian people toward these books
is usually that they are interesting to the student of comparative
religions or the student of ancient literature, but that they are
not necessarily reliable as a source of religious truth or moral
guidance. Although there may be moral truth in other sacred
writings, Christian people traditionally believe and have been
taught that in the Bible, and in the Bible only, is to be found



