righteous in this life, you will be that way after the resur-
rection, and the judgment will assign you to the place or con-
dition reserved for that kind of people, away from the presence
of a perfect God. If you have received of a celestial spirit in
this life, if the life of Christ has lived in you through new
birth and regeneration, that life will live in you in the resusrec-
tion in its fullness, and you will be welcomed into the presence
of the eternal God.

At Christ’s coming in glogy, all his saints, those who have
named his name and lived by his Spirit, will be raised. In
this first resurrection all little children who died in their in-
nocence, and all the heathen nations who died in ignorance of
Christ but lived righteously according to the best light they
had, will be raised, having accepted Christ ar}d his .atonernept
in the spirit world. This first resurrection will begin the mil-
lenial reign, when Christ will dwell on earth with men a thou-
sand years. The second resurrection, at the end of the th(_)L}sand
years, will bring forth all the wicked and rebellious spirits of
men for judgment. Some will be raised to endless happiness,
some to endless misery, not in a literal lake pf l.aummg fire,
but in perpetual memory and sorrowful reghzatxon of what
they have eternally missed by their separation from God..

If a man die shall he live again? ‘The answer of Chuis-
tian faith is “Yes.” Through the power of the resurrection of
Christ every man who ever lived will be _restored to a body
compatible with the nature of his personality and of the state
which he has proved himself worthy to receive, and will be
brought before God to receive the recompense for the deeds
done in the body. It will be a literal, physical resurrection.
Life, as well as matter, will be conserved. Whether we can
tolerate the glory of God’s presence, whether we are worthy to
dwell with God or not depends on our natute, upon the yorks
done in the flesh. But of this every man may be sure: “After
my skin worms destroy this body, yet i 1y flesh shall I see
God” (Job 19:26). May we all be worthy to come forth in
the first resurrection, and to dwell in God’s presence eternally.

45

Jesus Is Coming Soon

When they therefore were come together, they asked 42/ him,
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to
Israel?  And be said unto them, 1t is not for you to know ihe times
ot the seasons, whick the Father hath put in bis own power. But ye shall
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: awnd ye
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all [ndea, and
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. And when he
had spoken these things, while they bebeld, he was taken up, and a
clond received him out of their sight. And while they looked stead-
fastly toward heaven as he went up, bebold, two men siood by them
in white apparel; which aso said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye
gazing up into heaven? this same [esus, which is taken np [rom you
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go
into heaven—Acts 1:6-11.

MODERNISTS think it old fashioned and super-

stitious to believe that Jesus will return to carth.

Nevertheless, a belief in the imminent, personal, litcral, physi-

cal second advent of Christ has been stated in many of the

ancient creeds, and is regarded by many as one of the cssen-

tial doctrines of the Christian faith. Latter Day Saints have

always believed in the second advent of Christ, and in its im-

minence in our day. In fact, this belief is implied cvery time
we recite the phase “Latter Day Saints.”

Is Jesus CoMING TO EARTH AGAIN?

Is Jesus coming again? Twenty of the twenty-seven books
of the New Testament teach the second coming of Christ, and
the authors of those books which do not expressly mention it



(Paul for instance) teach it in their other writings. It can
therefore be truthfully said that every writer who contributed
to the New Testament believed in and taught the second com-
ing. It is mentioned, according to one student, three hundred
and eighteen times in two hundred and sixty chapters. In ad-
dition, there are many references in the Old Testament to a
Messiah who should come to gather the dispersed remnants
of Israel and the believing Gentiles, and to reign over them
in glory. These promises were never fulfilled by Christ’s
first advent as a babe.

EXPLANATIONS FOR INOT BELIEVING

There are several unscriptural and unsatisfactory explana-
tions offered by those who do not believe in a personal, physical,
literal second advent for Christ. One is that this return is to
be only a spiritual return; that his second coming is the com-
ing of his Holy Spirit to the believers. The recital of one simple
historical fact disproves that theory. Every word of the New
Testament was written after the day of Pentecost when the
Holy Spirit was given to the Christian church; and yet that
New Testament, as we have said, promises in three hundred
and eighteen verses and in two hundred and sixty chapters
that Jesus will come again. Why keep renewing the promise,
if the promise was already fulfilled on the day of Pentecost?

Another explanation is that the second coming of Christ
is his coming to claim the soul of the believer at his death.
Those who believe this theory quote, “If I go, ... I will come
again, and receive you unto myself” (John 14:3). Death is
the principal enemy which Christ came to vanquish and over-
come. Christ died and rose again that men might be resur-
rected, and restored to life in the body, with spirit and body
inseparably connected. Simply acquiescing in the death of his
saints and leaving them disembodied spirits is not the work of
a Redeemer. Furthermore, there is a promise that those who
are alive at his coming will not suffer death, but will be glori-

fied without death, and caught up to meet him when he comes.
The redeemed are to reign with him, to dwell with him in
his kingdom on this earth, not in some far-off heaven.,

Another explanation for the second coming of Christ is
that he will reign in the spiritual sense in the human hearts
everywhere when the whole world is converted to him, and
acknowledges his reign. But we can find no such prc,>mise
of universal conversion and perfection in the Bible. The very
opposite is promised, that the final day and Christ’s coming
shall not be until there be a falling away first, that when the

Son of man comes, he may have a difficult time findi .
still left in the earth, e finding faith

How Is CHrisT COMING?

~ There is much confusion about this question, due perhaps
in a large degree to the fact that there is confusion about how
many times he is coming. We speak of his first advent and
of his second advent, as if these were the only two times he
was ever to visit the earth. If we recognize only these two
advents, there is much difficulty in reconciling the idea of his
coming as a thief in the night, and his coming in clouds of
gloty so that every eye shall see him. A thief comes quietly
unobtrusively, accomplishes his mission, and is gone. Such 2

coming does not fit the description of the final X
Christ in clouds of glory. P nal coming of

One explanation of this seeming discrepancy is su

by the Inspited Version of the Bibleéj Whichpwa.z cirre%tg:;tlig
Joseph Smith. In Luke there occurs this language: “For, be-
hold, he cometh in the first watch of the night, and he shall
also come in the second watch, and again he shall come in the
thll:d watch.  And verily I say unto you, He hath already come
as it is written of him; and again when he shall come in the
second watch, or come in the third watch, blessed are those
servants when he cometh, that he shall find so doing” [that
is, watching] Luke 12:41, 42).



The Jews divided the night into three watches, nine P.M.
to midnight, midnight to three A.M., and three to six A.M.
Assuming that Jesus was using the Jewish system, it is obvious
that his birth is his coming in the first watch, and that his
final coming in glory to reign as a king in righteousness will
be at the end of the third watch, or just before the dawning
of the great millennial day. But it would also seem that there
will be a coming in the second watch, or between his birth
and his final coming in glory. His coming in the second watch
will be the coming as a thief in the night. A thief comes
quietly, unobtrusively, surreptitiously. He takes away the
wealth of those who sleep, unmindful of his coming, and de-
patts before they know he has been there. Jesus’ coming in
the second watch will result in judgments to the wicked in-
habitants of the earth which will remove many of the prized
material possessions of men who have placed their trust in
riches and wealth and material or worldly power. ‘These
riches, and all the material, worldly things in which men have
trusted, will disappear. Many have already disappeared in
great worldwide depressions, in two great world wars, in the
downfall of kingdoms and empires. The righteous servant of
the Lord will be watching for this coming in the second watch,
and will lay up his treasure where moth and rust do not cor-
rupt, nor thieves break through and steal.

In the second watch Jesus came and also used angels and
prophets to restore the authority and power which was lost
to the church during the dark ages. In September, 1820, two
personages, brighter than the noonday sun, appeared to Joseph
Smith, Jr., and one of them said, “This is my beloved Son,
hear him.” Ten years later young Joseph was directed to or-
ganize a church which should eventually restore the doctrines
and officers Christ once set in his church in the Holy Land.
Thus began an era in which the world was again offered the
opportunity to hear and obey the gospel of the kingdom of
God. The living Christ was actively in touch with his church

through the Holy Spirit. He was thus able to warn the world
to prepare for his coming in the third watch.

There will be another coming, a final coming in gloty,
a coming as a king to reign in righteousness, a coming to
judge the world. There are many Scriptures pointing out the
manner of this coming. It will not be quiet or surreptitious
or unnoticed. The disciples who watched his ascension re-
ceived the promise: “This same Jesus, which is taken up from
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen
him go into heaven.” His departure had been personal,
physical, tangible, visible to the eyes. His coming will be
the same way. Luke 21:27 says that he shall come in the
clouds with great power and glory. Matthew 24:26, 27 says
not to seek him in the desert or in the secret place, for “as
the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto
the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”
Revelation 1:7 says, "Behold, he cometh with clouds; and
every eye shall see him.” I Thessalonians 4:16 says that the
Lord shall descend from heaven with a shout, and with the
voice of the archangel and with the trump of God. Jude 14
says that he will come with ten thousand of his saints. He
will come as a judge. He will gather the dispersed of Israel,
and set up a literal kingdom with political dominion over the
nations of earth, as the kingdoms of this world become the
kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ. The government
shall be upon his shoulder, and of the increase of his govern-
ment and of peace there shall be no end. He will not come
secretly or quietly in the third watch, nor as a man walking in
the earth; he will come from heaven as he ascended into
heaven, but with such an announcement that not a single man
dwelling on earth can escape the knowledge of the final ad-
vent.

The Book of Mormon bears an added witness to the
second coming of Christ. The latter part of this book deals
with a visit which Christ made to the people of the American



continents following his resurrection and his return to his
Father. It tells of his stay among them, his instruction and
preaching to them, his acceptance of them as a part of the
lost and dispersed of Israel, his promises to them regard-
ing the gathering of Israel in the last days, and his coming
in glory to judge the nations of earth and to reign in right-
eousness.

WHEN SHALL THis FINAL ADVENT oF OUR Lorb BE?

The men who wrote the New Testament seemingly mis-
interpreted some of their own prophetic writings, and ex-
pected the advent momentarily, in their day. Many sects and
religious leaders since that day have set dates for this final
advent, only to be disappointed. In the face of Jesus’ own
statement that not even he or the angels in heaven knew of
the day and the hour but only the Father in heaven, it is pre-
sumptuous for any of us to try to fix a date. But there have
been many warning signs given us by which we may know
that his coming is near. His coming is to be preceded by
wars and rumors of wars, nation shall rise against nation
and kingdom against kingdom, and there shall be famines,
and pestilences, and earthquakes in divers places. The love
of many shall wax cold. There will be signs in heaven, in the
sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth
distress of nations with perplexity, the sea and the waves
roaring, and men’s hearts failing them for fear. Shortly
before his coming, and as a preparation for the return of
dominion to Israel under Christ, Jerusalem, which has been
trodden down by the Gentiles since the first century, is to be
delivered.

We could spend a great deal of time in pointing out the
increase in world tensions, in calamities, in wars, in rumors of
wars which are spread by printing press, by radio, and by tele-
vision. We could point out the increase in crime and wicked-
ness, the increase in the diabolical efficiency of our weapons
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of destruction. We could point to Daniel’s prophecy that in
the time of the end many shall run to and fro, and knowledge
shall be increased, and point to the nomadic activities of the
present generation and to the spread of knowledge. We could
point to the deliverance of Jerusalem during World War 1,
and the terrible persecutions of the Jews which have turned
their hearts to a homeland. A complete discussion of these
points as they deserve is outside the realm of possibility in
this short chapter. Suffice it to say that we believe that the
time when we and the whole world must give an account of
our stewardship is drawing nigh. We believe that the com-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ is imminent; that at his coming
he shall reign as a king in righteousness and judge all nations.
We are trying to lift the warning voice to our neighbors, and
to live each day ourselves as servants and wise stewards whose
Lord has gone on a journey, but whose return is expected mo-
mentarily. We hope that we may so live that we may be
able to join with John in the prayer which closes his book of
Revelation: “"He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I
come quickly; Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Revela-
tion 22:20).



