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SCRIPTURE: Ps2lm 15;5:1-13, with omissions.

I will ex*ol thee, my God, O King; and I will bless thy name for ever and ever.
Every dey will I bless tﬁee, and I will praise thy name for ever and ever. OGreatb

is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness 1s unsearchable. One
gcneratlﬂn sh=11 praise thy worlis to another, =nd shall declare thy mighty acts ...
The Lord is greocious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy.

The Lord is cood to all; and kis tender mercies are over all his works. ALl thy works
shall praise thee, O Lord; and thy sairnts shall bless thee. They shell speak of the
glory of thy Plzyﬁ m, and talk of thy power; To make known to the sons of men his
mighty acts, and gloricus majesty of his kingdom. Thy kingdom is an everlasting
lkingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout - 2ll generations,
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The kingdom of God is ... righteousness, and peace, and joy in the
Holy Ghost, (Romans 1L:17)

There are so many scemingly conflicting definitions of the kingdom of G o, or
the kingdo heaven, and so many varying concepts of what the kingdom is, that mos
of us woeuld bz hard pressed to give a satisfactery daofinition, or to answer the
questicn, "What is the kingdom?" Almost any answor, almost any definiticn would lzave
scmething unsaid, some aspect unmentioned, some portiorn of our total congept unsatis-
fied an Lccompicte.

There is one school of thought which ocompletely spirituvalizes the kingdom, which
says thet the kingdom does not and cannot exist in this world, that it is entirely a
kingdom of the spirit, thet it has nothing to do with ~vmryia“ practical affairs like
economics and politics. Those who follow this school of thought guote Jesus' state-
ment, "My kingdom is not of this world," without even anaLyang the word and construct-
ion of that sentence. Jesus did nct say that his kingdom would never be in this world,
but that it was not of this werld. He taught his disciplesto eray, "Thy kingdom cone'"
and in tho next phrasc taught them to expect it in this world by telling how the king-
dom weuld come —— when God's will is done on earth as it is done in heaven. It is the
kingdom of God ~- the kingdom of hraven -- “But we may have it on earth at 2ny time when
we are willing to do God's will on earth as it is done in heaven.

The Pharisees were the "watchful waiters" of Jesus' day, who thought that some
day God would miraculously send down the kingdom from heaven, ccomplete with a lessiah
to overthrow Rome and restore Isrnel te its anciant glory and pre-eminence. The
Zealots went cne steop further, and advecatad the overthrow of Home and the establish-
ment of the kingdom of God and of Isrrel by violence, by force, by QSCGSalnatlun, and
oper warfare. Jesus was constantly subjoct to the pressurc of these twe ideas from
his own disciples, 2s woll as from the throngs about hime Ths people tricd to tzke
hin by force and meke him a king., The disciples wanted to 0911 devn fire from heaven
and destroy all 00“151t10n.

Jesus was neither a dre watchfully wsiting for a futuristic, apocalyptic
kingdem, nor a political scheomer whose method was to raise a revolution and tske the
kingdom by force. Jzsus did nothing to enccurage, and cverything to discourage the
notion thet he would set up his kingdom suddenly, miraculously, or by the usc of forca.
He had docided azainst those methoeds at the time of his temptation in the wilderness,
His kingdom was to be in the world, but it was not to bec of the world. It was to be
composed of those who would willingly dc on earth the will of the Father in heaven,
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The kingdom was then, and is now available to all. Perhaps we have to wait for
some aspccts of it, but the kingdom is available now, just as it was available to the
Pharisecs of Jesus' day who came asking him when the kingdom should appear. If we
remember that they were the watchful waiters “who expccted a sudden, miraculous appear-—
ance of the kingdom without any change or cffort on their pert, the word "when" assumes
a tremendous significznce. To their gquery Jesus replied that the kingzdom was alresady
among them, or in their midst, or within them; the kingdom was even then available to
them if they would only give allegiznce to the King. The Pharisees were expecting all
Israel to enter the kingdom as 2 race and as a nation; bul the docr to the kingdom was
the narrow door of repentan ce. MﬂL qut enter the kingdom one at a time by renouncing
the rebellicn of the pzst, tak ozth of allegiance te the King, and living
according to the King's laws -- qung his will on earth as it is deone in heaven,

What is the kingdom? It is God's kingdom -- the kingdom of heaven. Dut the
kingdom does not cxist only in heaven; the kingdom is universal. There is not a
square inch in the vastness of the universe where God does not rule, and where God's
laws do not have to be cbeyed., We are living in the midst of the kingdom now, gither
in obedience and loyalty, or in rcbellion,

The kingdom of God 1s spiritual, It exists in the hearts of men. It is righteous-
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. t exists wherever men do the will of God,
and to the extent that they recognize him as King and give obedience to the laws of
his kinglom. But the kingdom must also be in somc of its zspects temporal, or it is
"no kingdom., It simply is not pessible for us to keep a spiritual law without express—
in'7 thzt obedience in physical terms, in physical actions., It simply is not possible

for us to beliecve whole-hcartedly and unrescrvedly in spiritual princioles, such as
love, good will, and brotherly Llnqness, and then refuse to put into physical, temporal
action the splxwtu 1 principies which we profess. Most of the multitudes of the so-
calied Christian werld have missed t‘c kingdom completely, bocause they thought that
they cculd be subjcets and members of God's kingdom by wershipping him in spirit, but
ignoring his laws in practical, Uhy81csl temperal, hard=- n”okvi, worldly affairs. A
splrvtu L kingdom without any temporal monifestation of the spiritusl orinciples pro=-
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fessed is like a disembodied spirit. It is only a ghost -~ a phantom,

What is the kingdom? The very nature and meaning of the world pre-suppose that
certain elements are essential te a kingdom. Any kingiom has first of sll a king.
Second, the king must hsve subj “CUD, who give loyzliy and asllegiance and obeii nce to
him, Third, there must be territory or space in .ALCk these subjects live, and over
which the king has dominion, Fourth, thore must be certain iaws by which the subjcects
are governed, and by which the king dispenses justice. Fifth and last, there will be
certain officers who derive their zuthority from the king, and who help him in dispens-
ing justice, administering his l°*s, and secking tc build up the kingdom by persuading

:

mere pecople te become subjscts of thic king.

The kingdom of God, we believe, comprises all these things. The King is Cod; his
vice-regent is Jesus Christ, Those vwho have formelly pledged eliegiance to God as King
before thhSu authoriged to represent him, and who arc heonestly and loyally trying to
do his will cn ecorth as it is done_in heaver, arc his =zubj cots, Th@ 1n0%q torritory
is unavers .1 == but being universal, it 1nc1udes our eaTtiy— A1l natural laws S, as
well as all spiritual 1A”Q, arc the laws o' tae kingdenm, laws which are written into
our bodles, cur spirits, and into eviTy atom of ﬂﬁtuur in thv universes The officers

the kirzdom are the officers of Christ's church -- his priesthood —= divingTy—exITed
by prop heCy, comnissicned and authorized to act in his name. They have no ambitions
to worldly power or authgrity. They usc no forcc to bring people into the kingdom or
to kaep then tngrb, Ior God's Ylnqdom is nct of this w~rl? and it does not employ
warl“ly methods to extend its dominione. Ever$ man must be free to sntor thb kingdom if
he likes, or to rbgect it in recbellion if he prefers. The officers of God's klﬂgdom
rule by love and sacrificial service,

God's kingdom is not of this world, but it is in this world. It has a King, sub-
jects, terrltvﬁ' laws, anT officers. Tt is s iritlEl, but it is also real arnd tan
ible, Its S)lr; ual laws and prir 01ole° must find LGfiGCElOn in the procUlc 1 and %he
*an%lblc. ie_kingdom is at hande available now. We 1rv1tv all men to rcpent of their

heir rgbellion, to surrender God, the at and 3
(pothelr g hl"lklﬁg o‘f rende o God, the grezt King, and to live in obedience to



