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SCRIPTURE: Deuteronomy 26:1-13, with omissicns.

And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the

Lord thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this

day, that the Lord thy God will set thee on high above all the nations of the earth;
And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken
unto the voice of the Lord thy God. Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed
shalt thou be in the field. BRlessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of
thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of
thy sheep. Blessed shall be thy basket and store se......(9) The Lord shall cstablish
thee an holy people unto himseif, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keesp the
commandments of the Lord thy God, and walk in his ways. And all the people of the
garth shall se= that thou art called by the name of the Lord; and they shsll be afraid
of thee ... And the Lord shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be
above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unte the commandments
of the Lord thy God, which I command thee this day to observe and to do them.
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If thy crildren will keep my covenant and my testimony that I shell
teach them, their children shall also sit upon thy throne for evere
more. (God's promisc to David: Psalm 132:12)

Onc fact which is often overlooksd in our study of the Uld Testament and of the
nation whose history is contzincd therein, is the fact that Isrzel as a nation is
unique among all the nztions of the world, pest or present., This uniqueness is shared
by the 0ld Testement itszelf, And in the final analysis, the thing which makes both
Isracl and the 0ld Testament unique is the concept of government which was common to
both,

Israel was chosen by God for a specific purpose =- that as a nation Isracl might
demonstrate to the other nations of earth the advantages of this unique form of
government. It was not God's purpcse simply to set up Israel to rule over all the
other nations of the world in pride and glory and splendor, but to use Israel zs a
chosen pzople to demonstrate what God cculd do with nation which would serve him as
King, and live under his laws. Although the word dces not appear at all in the Bible,
later writers have coined the word "theocracy" to describe this unique government of
Israel, Thsocracy is a govermment of God, govermment by his power, his euthority.

As 2 German writer, Kautzsch states it: "The notion of theocracy is that the constitut
ion was so arranged that all the organs of govermment wsre without any independent
power, and had simply to anncunce and execute the will of God as declarcd by priest

and prophets, or reduced to writing as a code of laws."

Note for s mement the peculiar structure of Israel's government., There were
twelve tribes, each more or less independent of the others, but all held together by
faith in a commoen God. There was a remarkable amount of local freedom, self-government
or home rule, There was democracy, under which the people werc ceolled upon te ratify
the code of laws, and to approve the choice cf king. Bescause of this decentraliz tion
of authority, Isrsel was prevented from aspiring to world conquest, as so many of her
neighbors did, and wss discouraged from relying toc much cn military prowess for
protection, Isracl relied very largely on God for protectioh, as well as for guidance
in affairs of government. It was Jehovah who led Israel in Battle, or raised up and
inspired the heroes who actually commamded troops. The judges administered justice in
his name, being cautioned to "Take heed what ye do; for ye judge not for man, but for
the Lerd, who is with you in judgment," Jehovah gave the laws which were rcgarded as
the censtitution in Israel. Moses and Joshua were representatives of Jchovah, ruling
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by his authority, not by their own, Under this peculiar and unique form of government
God designed tec build 2 nation which should demonstrate to the world a truly godly,
righteous, benevolent, practical form of govermment. Israel, in other worlds, was to
be the beginning of the actual kingdorn of God on esarth,

Another facht is worthy oI special note in passing. In = theocracy, one thing is
immedintely seen to be necesssry. That is, a speclal revelation of the divine will to
those who rule in God's noms. No man can rule in God's neme or with his zuthority
umless thnere does come this special revelation of the divine will through divinely
chosen organs, or to divinaly sppointed execcutive agents. HMony kings have cleimed to
rule by divine right; but Isrzel is unioue in that her constitution wes given by
this process of spGCLal revelation, 2nd in her esrly days at least, the goverrment
vas carried on by a continasticn of this special rovelstion to nrophets, who made and
unsecated kings, and revealed the JLVLLL will in matters of stato policye
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of the natiorzl religion, the noiional unity was wezkened., A king was ‘o
nake the docisions which the people had heretoforz made domocratically | ”QtLV’S,
with the help of God and his prophtus. Meses hod provided for ths p“scﬂbll¢tn off a
king, but had always shunned such an office kimself. The l7th chapter of Deuteronomy
makes it clear that if Israel was ever to have & king, he wss to be chosen from
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among the peorde of Isracly that God would choose him but tnm pLOul_ ratify his ckulc’;
that this king should not multiply unto himscif nors:s, wives, silvuir, or gold; that
he sheuld keep ional laws and stetutes; and thet he should not 2llow his
heart to be 1ift s hrethren. JhCP Sﬂmn 1 was forced by the poople's
clamor to ask king, Cu] s I te Ssmuele: "They have not rojected thee,
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king was Jeh Ih's seprvant.

God hod grest plans snd gresbt expectations for Isrsel. To David he promised that
his kinglom should be an sverlasting kingdom; that his descendants should sit on the
throne of Israel forever., But like all of God's promiscs, this promise was condition-

al, if the cummandments of God were respected and kept. It is a sal but well-known
histcrical fzet that David's descendants did not keep the conditions of this promisc,
and that the kingdom of Israel disintergrated ani went inte captivity and disversion
throughout the world. By God's sufference, not by his choice, dominion passced to the
Gentilcs under Nebuchadnczzar, where it was to remain until the timss of the Gentils
were fuifilled,
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As we study the history of this unique kingdem -=~ the theceratic kingiom of
Israel ~-=- it scems apparcent thet the idea of God's kingdom being 2 completely spiritual
kingdoem in the far-off realms of tha sky has no basis in thc history of the o1 ‘
Testament, God's kingdem was desizned to be an carthly kingiom, ov:ir which he shculd
through a process of special revelaticn to those prophets chosen to be
1 represcntotives.  He was to bhe King, Juidge, Rulsr, uqlrLUr, Ccunsellor,
Sta Losmﬂn unJGr this government free moral will 'm'q agency wore alyays to be respec-
ted; the people wers ﬂlwﬂ“ﬂ te have voieo ﬁ“d vote in such affairs as ratification of
the ccde of laws or accepting the king or julge God ha?l chossn. The people were to
have o large “egreoe of local freszdom and autenomy. = They wore not tg existi as a ngtion
for the pubpsse of anﬂryln" b conquest, but ot the phrpose of being & light before
the world, showing the blessings, buncfit ts, ant advontages of living as a roligiously
miivated naticn und<r GodTs ralld.

The 28th chapter of Deutcronomy deteils in the first 1L vorses the promises given
to Isrzel 1f the would live under God's government. Then follow 54 v*rscs listing vhe
punishments and cursings which ghall fall upon them if they ruject God as King. Isracl
rejected God, and Gold rejected Israel. Never since that 18y have men th abhle to
enJoy the blessings of God's goevermnent -- of the kirngdom of God on earth. But that
day shall yet come vhen men shall rocognize God as King, obey his laws, and live in
pcace under the rcign of his Son.
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