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SCRIFTURE: II Corinthians 8-10, and 16-18.

VWle are troubled on every side, 'et not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in
despair; persecuted, tut not forsaien; cas st dowm, but not desurOJed Always bearing
sbout in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the 1ife also of Jesus might be
made manifest in our boly ..... For which cause we faint not; but though our outward
man perish, yet the inward man is rencwed day by day. For our light affliction, which
is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more excceding & and eternal weight of glor"'
+hile we look not at the things which are sesn, but at the things which arc not seez

for the things which are scen arc temporzl, but the things which are not seen are
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Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his., And
if Christ be in you, thz body is dead because of sin, but the Spi irit is
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1life because of righicousness,

, tochniques, tools, and machinery
ass, wood, and rubber, and make a
of uﬂteale raw materials, and

Any man with the necessary knowlcdge, skil
can take such raw matsirials 2s metals, wires,
radio or television set. Any man can take a
create a now automobile, a new house, o bridgs new mousetrap, or 2 ncw can ORencr,
Millions of factory workers are engage v in making new things out of raw
materials, and t s providing for the needs and the wants of men.
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_ The farmer, howover, is in 2 completcly different este gory. He is not 2 manufactur-
er. No one has yot devised n mothed for toking the soil as ro matericl and manuf-ctur-

ng that no one ever will,
he 1life f the wheat must go
h
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ing it into food —- and we think we are egafe in prodicti
Human power alone can never change seoil into wheat, T
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down into the soil —- must desccnd from the highor vegetable kingdom into the lower
mineral kingdom of the soil, and thoreit must losc its 1f and dic to its former sclf.
Put in thus lesineg itsclf, it comes a2live in ﬂlffufdPt io m; and in this diffcrent
form the vhert plant serds Torth its roots into the and beging to grow., Then it
is timc for the soil tc surrender, to die to se=if, to give up its origina l form that
it might be transmuted into a ulgh r forr., Unless the soil does this, sc an never

becomo whoat. IF the wheat stays safoly in the granary, both wheat and s 11 remsin

unchanged znd alone, M"Except a co TN OP vhest f2ll into the ground 2rd dic, it abideth
alone, but if it dis, it bringsth th much fruit." Only when the life of i
kingdom is planted in the soil an SgC“lf“Ceo itself, and cnly as the soil yield
itsclf corplitely, unreservedly, 2nd abjectily to this higher 11¢e, can the dezd soil of
the mincral kinzdom become transmuted into the whoat of the higher or vezetable kingdom.
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Now let us carry the analogy one step higher, After the wheat plant has produced
its wheat and the scil has been crunsmuted into pelden grain whlcb is good for the food
of man, we are 2 ain confronted with exnctly the some dllflcu¢ty, only on a higher
scale. How snell we transmubte that vhest inte the substance of a humen bedy? No hunan
DOWETr CAan uﬂke the wheat and cut of it manufacture a human body as an ertisan or a
mechanic manu setures an automciile, AgZein the stme thing must happen as before. The
life of a higher kingdom must reach down intc & lower kingdom, and by the prcr cf that
a lower kingdom int> the materiel of a higher king-

1ife must transmutc the material o
dom. The highsr life of tho znimel kingdom which is in the human body, must ronch down
fe)
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and transmute the materials of thet lower kingdom inte
which dwells in a blgb :r kingdom,

intec the leower vegetable king
the materials ¢f the human b
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In this process, the whcat musv give up its individusl identity, must conpletely
and irrevecabhly surrerder its-1f to the will of the higher life which is te transmute
it into human flesh. The individual gralns of wheat are mixed together so that one
cannot be distinguished from ancthor, Together they are ground int» flour; the flour
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is mixed into bread; the bread is chewed, and digested, and then assimilated. By that
time the material which was once wheat bears not tho slightest rescmblance to the
whcat which it once was. But not until this complete change has come about docs the
wheat live the hisher life of the animal kingdom. Not until then doecs the wheat
become living tissue in th: human body.

Before we proczed, let us notice another truth which is cbvious, but necds to be
mentioned. We have szid thot no humszn power can change soil into whest, or wheat into
the elements of a human body. Bven morc obviously, the soil has no power within itself
to become wheat; and the wheat has no pow:r within itself to becomc muscle, bone, and
sinew. A lower kingdom cannot and does “-t lift itself into a higher kingdom.  The
life of the higher must always rsach down into the lower kingdom, and 1ift it up. The
life of the whcat reaches into The soll and 1ifts the scil to the vepefable kingdom.
The life of the human body rzaches down into the vegetable kingdom wherce vheat dwells,
and 1ifts the wheat to the life of the highcr or animal kingdom.

So man has no power to 1lift himsclf into the kingdom of God, or to create in him-

szlf the 1life of that kingdom. Nc human agency can manufacture that life, No men can
1ift himself to the life of that kingdom, any more than thc seoil cern meake itsclf into
whaoat The 1lifc of the kingdom of Zod must reszch dovn inteo human 1ife, must take the

meterials of that lower kinedom and transmute them into the life of the heavenly
kingdem. If frail mortality desires to live lifc on the plane of 2 higher kingron,
it must first mske complete and abject surrender, as the soil surrenders to the life

£ the wheat, and as th: wheat surrenders to the 1ife of ‘he body. The soil docsn't
dircct tho wheat plant vhere tc grow; the 1life of the wheat plant direccts the seoil
where to go and how it should grow. The soil must die and bo born againg it must
come complaetely and unreservedly under the control of the life of that hisher kingdom.
But by such surrender it lives a necw life in a higher kingdon ~- 2 1lifc coamploetely
unattzinsble in its own strength.
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No man can create within himself the 1life of the higher or heavenly kingdom. The
life of that heavenly kingdem is zveilsble to mortel man only as hoe mekes a full,
complete, abjcct surrender of himself, his desircs, his wishes, his hopes, his purposes
to Jesus Chris®, in whom dwells thc llfo of the kingdem, He must yicld himself to the
lifc¢ which is in Christ, as the soil 3&ulws itgelf tc the life of the plant, or as thes
wheat yiclds itself to the life that is in the human body, But if cny man will make
thet surrender, the 1iife which is in Jesus will transmute and transform him so that he
becomes a new creaturc. The o©ld man will 41 c, but 2 glorious new man, with wider power
with newer and finer purpose, will srise from this death. The 0ld man dies, z2s Jesus
died, that new life might bej; we bear 2bout in cur body the dying of the Lord Jesus,
thot the 1ife of Jesus might be made menifest in our bedy.

The lifc of the kingdom is the life of Christ. It is the life and power by which
he rose frow the dead, It is the 1lifec ond power by which men are raised from death

in trespasses and sins, to & new life on earth, and immortzlity in the new ezrth that
is to comes It is the 1ife by which men are bern again, tc become new creaturcs in
Christ Jesus, sons of God, and j:int heirs with Jesus Christ, It is the 1ife which
lifts us from a lower kingdom to 2 higher, heavenly kingdom, I we have that kinodom
1life within us, we are indecd new creaturcs. The things we once loch, we now hatc,
Sin becomes repugnant to us, insvead of glemorcus and desirable, anl we cannot continue
in sin becausc we arc born a"ain. Because the 1lifc of Christ ant of his kingdom is

in us we know that we live; we know that Jesus lives, for he lives in us.

Meny 2 man whe thinks he is secking the kinglom has never made full surrcnder to
the life »f the kinglom. Yo cannct live yvur dwn Iife, and have the 1ife of the
kingdlom too, If you weuld have the 1life of the kinglom ~= and without it no man can
live eternailly -- surrendbr; let Christ tqke over your l1life; let him reach down into

your lower kingdom, that his life may exalt and transform you and 1ift you up inte
the kinvdom of hsaven.
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