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SCRIPTURE: Exodus 18:1-8

In the third month, when the children of Israel were gone forth out of the land of
Egypt, the same day came they into the wilderness of Sinai ..... and there Israel
camped before the mount. And Moses went up unto God, and the Lord called unto him
out of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the
children cf Israzel; Ye hove seen what I did vnto the Egyptians, and how I bare you c
eagles' wings, and brought you untoc myself., Now therefore, if ye will oliey ry voice
indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all
pecpie, for all the earth is mine; And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and
a holy nation ..... iAnd Moses came ard called for the elders of the people, and laid
before their faces all these words which the Lord commanded him. And all the people
answered togethcr, and szid, A1l that the Lord hath spoken we will do. And Moses
returned the words of the people untc the Lord.
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Where the Spirit of the Lord is], there is liberty.

Respect for human life and personality, although it is still not fully believed
in or perfectly practiced by all Christians, is revertheless a peculiarly Christian
concept or doctrine. A1l of the other great world religions lack in somc degree this
concept. Some of them teach their adherents to ignore the suffering of others, becauw
it is thc will of God. Some of them teach that some men were born inferior to others.
and were made to be slaves or menials. Some teach that the greatest good any human
personality can hope to achicve is to have that personality swallowed up and ex=’
tinguished in scme grecat Over-soul, vhich tlots cut all desire and 211 striving, to-
gether with 211 thet distinguishes one personality from another, and bring peace.

On the other hand Jesus taught that God is the Fsther of all men; that he hzs 1o
ard respect for every creaturce of his creation; that cach personality is sacred,
inviolable; that men who claim to be sons of Cod and fellowers of his Son must respect
the persoralitics and the rights of 211 other men, of whatcver race or status or
nation, and that szlvaticn is the ultimate perfection and preservation of the total
perscnality for cternity.

Ged himself respects the perscnelity, of each being he has created. He excrts
ne compulsion te force men te scrve him or obey him, or give allegiance to him. He
invites 211 men to enter into his kingdom, to obey his laws, and to find freedom ther
in, but therc is no compulsion. He gives promisc of cortain desirable and beneficial
results if man will obey and cucperate vith God =rd the laws of his kingdom. He
promises arnd warns alsc that rebsilion against those laws, or a careless fallure to
keep them will mcan 2 vwithhelding cf those benefits which might have ensued. But ac
semeone has said, "With God therc are no punishments -- only consequences." len
get the conscoucnces they choose, I they do not choose the kingdom of God and his
rightcousness, they have chesen scme cother kingdom, and that is the kingdom they must
haves for the kinglom of God is coumposad exclusively of willing subjccts. There are
no unwilling, rebellious subjects in God 's kingdem,

Beecause they choerished this concept of the worth of every man, the founders of
our goverrme:t boldly asserted that all governments derive their just powers from the
consent of the governed, and that all men are endowed vith cortain inalicnable rights.
which come not froin goverrmont, nor from other mcn, not even by right of conquest, but
rights vhich are an endowment from God himsclf. Among these rights are the right to
life, liberty, and the pursuit of hapriness. Liberty is frecdoem to choosc; it is froo-

g§@n8§ choice and action. It is stated in the Christian doctrine of free moral will a
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This principle of freedom, or free moral will or agency, is an cternal principle
It is inherent in God himsclf; for God is free. He is free to choose; he does choos:
To say that he does nct choose is to say that there is somcone superior to him who
chooses for him, or that he is so hemmed in and restricted that he could not do any-
thing e¢lse except what he does. That, of cours:, is a denial of one of the most basi
attributes of God =-- his omnipotence. If God cannot chocse for himself -— if he is n
free to choose for himself -- if he does not actually exercise choice -- then he is 1
omnipctent. And if he is not omnipotent, he is not God.

However, we de not nzed to fear that God will some day choose evil, He is free
to choose evil if he likes, but he alweys likes to chocse gocd. None of his choices
htve ever been, or ever will be wrong; therefcre he is never denied or frustrated,
Because he 2lwezys works in harmony with his own perfeect nature and with the inviolabl
laws vhich he has crcated as en outgrowth of that nature, his choices always result
in gocd, in sa2tisfaction. Because his actions are never denied cr frustrated, he is
omnipctent; and because he 1s omnipotent, he is God.

Those who would be like God must also be free to choose, as Ged is free to choos
As we follow the promptings and the counsels of Godts Spirit, we shall find ourselvss
making mere and more decisions in linc with God's purpose, God's nature, God's laws.
Not orly does this result in cur becoming more and more liks God in our nature, but i~
results slso in an increasing liberty. "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
liberty," because liberty is tc be found only in obedience to lew. '"Obedience to law
is the highest liberty." Ve are free only to the extent that we choose to be frec by
following the Spirit of God, and choosing to obey God's law in God's kingdom. Any
other sort of frecdom is not freedom, but license and anarchy which the inviolable
laws of the universe cannot tolerate.

God's kingdom 1s a kingdom, in the sense thet it is ruled by God, the great King.
Put his kingdom is 2lso a democracy —— a thezocratic democracy -- a goverrment in whic!
the King makes the laws and gives them to his subjects, but always leaves to every mo:
conscience the decision as to whether or net the laws should be obeyed. God is King,
but he rules by love, by persuasion, not by forcc.

Historically, God has always askcd for and waited for the democratic consent of
thoss to be governed in the Kingdom of God. He has offered them citizenship on
conditicns of obedience, but has always weited for 2 free and willing obedience, not
one forced or compclled. God gave the covenant and the law to lioses at Sinai. Then,
in the words of owr wscripture reading from the 18th chapter of Exodus: "Moses came
and celled for the elders of the pecple, and laid before thoir faces all these words
which the Lord commanded him. And 2ll the pcople answerced togother and said, "All
that the Lord hath spoken we will do. And Moses returned the words of the people unt:
the Lord." The peozle in democratic assembly freely and willingly ratified the cover:

Later in the history of God's kingdom , the pacple grew weary of their
covenent, and demanded 2 king to rule over them, jesting God as their King. Ged
permitted them to have their way. Vhen it camc time to choose a king acccrding to th
desirces of the people, it was God, spesking through the prophet Samuel, who chosce Saul
This was theccracy. But before Saul could be annointed, the people arain were given
oppoertunity to ratify God's cheice. This was democracy. Still later when Saul was
disobedient, Samuel deposed him by command of God, and chose David. Again the choice
was not arbitrary, but was ratified by the pcople. Always in the government of“the
Kingdem of God, God spcocks; arnd having heard him, man may listen and cobey, or turn
away his car, ignorc God, end disdbey.
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Our degree of progress toward the kingdom, cnd the speed with which we rcalize
it in our personal and corporatc lives depends absolutely upcon cur free choices. We
may choose to have it now, and have it; for it is available now. The coming of the
kingdom of God on earth waits on us, for the kingdom of God is a democracy which waits
always on the consent of the governed.
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There may come & time when God will wait no longer, bub will proceed to establish
his kingdom on earth with those whe arc ready, willing, and obedient, leaving some
of us ocutside in ocur uncencern and carcless disobedience and rebellion, If you are
sceking true liberty, choosec teday teo follow slevishly the laws of God's kingdom and
the guidance of God's Spirit; for where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty,
and in cbedicnce to law we find cur highest freedom in God's kingdom.
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