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Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto
a man which sowed good seed in his field: But while men slept, his enemy came ard
sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and
brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares elso. So the servants of the householder
came ard said unto him, Sir, didst nct thou sow good seed in thy field? From whence
then hath it tares? He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said
unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? But he said, Nay, lest while
ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. Let both grow tcgzether
Lntil the hervest: and in the time of hervest I will say to the rcapers, Gather ye
together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat
into my barn. FEEREIEIEEE

The heur is nigh, and the say soon at hand, when the carth is rip=; and
all the proud, and they that do wickedly, shall be as stubble, and I
will burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts.

A principle vhich Jesus repeated several times in his teaching -- a principle
which is obviously and unassailably true -—- is the principlec that "by their fruits
ye shall know them." A trec mey be cver so beautiful, but if it bears no fruit, it is
not a good fruit tree, It is rot always possible to look at a cutting from a vine,
end teil whether the vine when planted will bring forth good grapes or wild grapes.
But the fruit will tell. It is not possible to look al a radish sced and determine
whether it will produce a round red globe radish, or a long slim white icicle radish;
put if the sced is planted, the fruits of that scoed will tell what kind of sced it was.
In these days of hybrid corn, it is not alwayspossiblc even to look at a kernel of corr
and know whether it will produce red or white or yellow cornj; but by their fruits ye
shall know them,

This principle is especially cbvious in the case of wheat and tares. The young
shoots of the two plants are so nearly identical that even a trained and experienced
farmer cannot tell them zpart. In the parable, the man who had sowed good seed in his
field did not even notice that the tares were growing there also until "the bladc was
sprung up, and brought foerth fruit; then appeared the tarcs also." But when the heads
of grain appear, cven a cniid can sgeparate the wheat from the tares; there can be no
mistaking the tarcs for wheat thene

In Josus! interpretation of the paratle we 2re told that the one who sowed the
good sced was the Son of manj; the ficld is the world; the good seed is the clh..ldren of
the kingdem (not the word of God as in the parablc of the sower )3 the tares are the
children of the wicked onc; the enemy who scowed the tares is the devil; the harvest is
the end of the world; and the reapers arec the angels who shall come to gather the good
seed into the garner, but gather the tares in bundles to be burned.

Mcn have been searching for many ycars to understand the problem of evil and why
it should exist in the world. This porable seems to indicate that while men slept, an
cnemy to God has seen to it that whenever and wherever good is planted in the world,
evil is planted with it. From the days of Cain and Abel the children of the kingdom
and the children of thc wicked cne have existed side by side in the weorld; and accord-
ing to the parable, good and ovil will confimme to be coexistent until the time of
final hervest. dJesus preached a saving gospel, but almost as soon as he had finished
his ministry on earth, the seeds of apostasy werc planted in the church, where they
have grown and thrived until this day. Wany who have suffered from the conscquences of
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the evil which always exists side by side with the good have raised the question of
why God allows evil to continue to exist. Why doesn't he pull up the tares now?

There are at least two answers to this question. In the first place, good men ai
evil men often look so very much alike, and act so very much alike, that it is difficd-
to téll them apart on first examination. One of the most pious charming, gentlemanly,
and even saintly appearing men I ever knew was a charlatan, a fraud, and 2 quack who
built himself a fortune on the misery and suffering of those he was pretending to help
He studiously acted the part of a saint because pcople fell more readily into his net
that way. All religion has the appearance of goode. In cvery segment of the Christiarn
religion, —- yes, and in ev.ry ncn-Christian religion, therc is much that looks like
the genuine gospel of Christ, But in many cases there are also error and false
doctrine and heresy which are not apparent on the surface, and which cannot be detecto
with certainty until the fruits of that errcr have ripened.

Since it is difficult or impossible to distinguish between the wheat and the tarc
until noth have ripened, God allows both to grow together until the time of the end.
Ly attempt to pluck up the tares while the wheat is still young and tender would not
only injure the wheat vhich was growing in the same scil, but there would also be grav
dasger that much of that which was left for wheat would turn out to be tares, while
some of the good wheat might be plucked up in error -- cspecially if men and not angel
tried to sort out the two. Lect both grow together until the time of harvest, and then
by their fruits ye shall know them,

The second answer to the question of why evil exists side by side with good is
that sometimes the difference between a good ard a bad act is simply a matter of
motivation -- of the ends sought. Until the motive and the action both bear ‘ruit to-
gether, there is no way of knowing whether the action is good or evil, Sometimes, for
example, men feed the hungry because they love their fellow men and want to alleviate
their suffering. Sometimes other men foed the hungry because they want to buy their
votes for a freec meal, get themselves elected to responsible public office, and then
raid the public treasury. The motive of the sccond man might be well hidden until he
had complcted his scheme ~- until the time of harvest. Another cxample., Offhand, we
would say that anyone who made a practice of terturing people by sticking needles into
them would be a wicked person; but a hospital nurse may stick needles into dozens of
pcople every day from the best of motives. The end result of each act =- the fruitage
which grows from it -- dotcrmines vhether it was 2 good or bad act, and whether the on
performing it is good or evil,

The church of Christ thecrcefore is not composed of 100 per cent perfect mcn, but o
ven who are striving for perfection., IEven in the best of us there is a mixture of evi:
zand hunen frailty. Sometimes with the very best of intention and motivation we do ver;
foolish or wicked things, ard have to lecrn right and wrong by the fruitage of our zct
We should be charitable tewards imperfection in others, even as we kcep oursclves cone—
stantly alert against the evil which Satan is always waiting to sow among us vhile e
sleep, ard as we strive togotheor townrd perfection,

There is a strong note of warning and of judgment in this parable of the wheat
and the tarcs. Because both grow together, sone have supposed that there would never
be any judgment -- but that geod and evil would 2lways exist side by side. But for
individual men, for nations, fer churches, for peor'es, there always comes a day of
reckoning, a day when the seed they have planted bears its fruit for good or for ill.
History tells us of many maticons and many religions which espoused wickedness and error
and sin, and were destroyed in the time of rarvest, when their actions bore fruit.
Today the signs of the timzs point tn the fact that the whole world is ripening for the
final great judement and harvest, Emwpires, nations, philosophies, institutions, and
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systems which were once thought to be eternal and Impregnable havé gone down in the
last hundred years. Everything to which men and netions have pinned their faith —-
wealth, armies, guns, planes, tanss, bLaitleships and international alliances, have all
failed to bring men ﬁapplnsss cr vo keep tre peace. Now we are depending on” the new
A bombs and H bombs to save us frum the conssyvences of our sins. Willthe¥, or are the
tqrﬁs mege%% hgadlng outtaﬁd coming t%hthe tirie of Qarvesg? %hbeliev§ that the hour is

igh, an ¢ day .soon a ond, when the earth 1s ripe; when the angels shall be sent
1o°b1nd the tarod in bundlesg %2 bec buracd, I ga%hér the good grain into the
garners of God's kingdom. Shall we be whéat or tares in thot day?
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