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SCRIITURE: IMatthew 13:LL-L6

Agairn, the kingdom of heaven is like untc treacure hid in a field; the which when a
man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath,
and buyeth that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man,
seeking goodly pearls: Who when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold
all that he had, and bought it.

S
Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

How much is the kingdom of God worth to you? How high a value do you place upon
it? The twin parables of the Hidden Treasure¢ and of the Pearl of Great Price are
designed to teach the true worth of the Kingdom. There are very short; each of them
contains only one sentcnece, but in them may be fourd the reason why we have waited sc
long for the kingdom of God to com¢ on carth. We have not placed a high enough value
on it, We have lightly rcgarded its truec worth. We have not been willing to pay the
coste.

We notice immediately on reading thesc two short parables that they have some
things in common. The discoverer of the treasure and the merchant man who found the
pcarl of great pricc went and sold all that they had in order to come into possession
of the thing which they desired shove everything clse in the world. They did not
haggle or quibblec over the price or try to beat it dovm; they recognized that cven if
they spent their all, the thing they received in rcturn was worth everything they had
and morc. I like that phrase, "All that he hed." It suggests to me that cach man
went over his most insignificant posscssions, scarching out anything that could be
turncd into cash -- his furniture, his clothing, his food for that day, his domestic
animals, his tools == cverything. Thore was no holding back of this or that for
sentimental reasons or tccausc he Telt he would be left insccurc and poor without it,
Each man went and sold all that he had in order thot he might buy the field which held
the buried treasure or thc poarl of great price.

Right there I believe is thc principal lcsson of the two parables. The kingdom
costs us all that we have, all that we are, all that we cver hope to be, but it is
worth it. If we try to hold out somcthing, if we try to haggle over the price, if w.
arc Fearful sbout whot the future will be without the things we must give up to have
the kingdom, then v are not worthy of having it and we shall not have it. The king-
dom is never offercd in & bergain basement at cub prices for what ever a man has con-
veniently handy in his pockcts and wants to give up at the moment. The kingdom deman
the unconditional and complcte surrerder of a dedicated life in all of its compartmen

Consider for a mom:nt the casc of Armanias, whosc sad story is told in the Sth
chapter of Acts. When it come time for the Nev: Testament church ot make a consecratic
of surplus property for the good of the poor, Anarias and his wife Sapphira sold a
certain posscssion which thoy <did ne® nced, intending to give the procceds o the
church for the rclief of the poor, Dut when they actually saw themoney they thought
they could get by perhaps for half price. lhey kept back a part of the proceeds, but
gave half with a great air of piety and 2 show of zealous consecration. The apostlcs
were not deceived. One docs not buy the kingdom for half price. One does not half
surrender to Christ, It's all or nonc.

On the othcr hand, Paul is an example of onc who did give all for thc kingdom —-

his family, his friends, his formcr associations, his cducation, his racial tradition
2A emetems  all counted for nothing when he found Christ and the kingdom. He could
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truthfully and yct not at all boastingly write to the Philippians, "What things wcre
gein to me, thosc I counted lost for Christ. Yea doubtless and I call 211 things but
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord, for whom I have
suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ arn.
be found in him."

In neither parable is therc any nention of reluctance, or unhappiness, or self-
nity, bcecause of the great sacrifice which is being mede. In cach parable there is a
sense of joy at heving found something that is well worth all that it costs and more,
and when once in the possession of the new owner, will give hin a sense of satisfacti.
and heppiness and joy vhich will exceed and transend anything he nas cver knowm befor:
The kingdom is a joy, but a burden to those who find it, Securing it, paying the pric
for it, is a privilege not 2 burden; an opportunity and nct a sacrifice. It bring jo
not sorrow; exaltation not depression; a sense of peace and sccurity, not s spirit of

fear,

Now there arc some differcnces between these two parables vhich are also signifi-
cent.  The trecasure might have been valusd because of the other things it wculd buy.
He who finds the kingdom and gives up 2ll to possess it dces discover that once he hec
made that surrender, therc are many other things which grow out of his new possessinm,
many things which he may now buy which were denied to hin before. On the other hand
the merchant man valued the pcarl not for what it would buy, but for itself. He did
not buy it with the idez of selling it at a profit; hce bought the pearl because it wec
the most perfect, the most desirable, the most satisfyingly beautiful pezrl he had eve
scen. He simply wanted tc possessit for himscelf in order thet he might also have the
pleasant stimulation: and inspiration of its beauty. Possession of the kingdom will
bring other blessings as a result or a consequence, but possession of the kingdom is
also worthwhile just simply for its own sake, for the joy and satisfaction that such
a possession will bring.

Another significant differcnce between these two similar pcrables is that the mar
who discovered the treasure in the ficld, discovered it quite by accident. In Palesti
where there were no banks and where conquering armies had many times ravished and
pillaged the countryside, it was not uncommon to find little trecasurc troves buried in
the carth by somc forgotten man who had either beon killed or carried captive into sou
far country. Pcrhaps the man vho discovercd the treasure of the parablc had been plow-
ing, perhaps his carcless kick at a stonc had turned up the gold coin. At any rate,
the fact that he had not beoen locking for it did not decrcase his jor in finding it.
Some people whe arc not lockirg for the kingdom espccially find it by accident, but
they may posscss it as completely as thosc who find it only after long scarching, if
they are willing to pay the pricc.

The merchant man fcund the pcarl of great pice orly after long and dilligent
scarch, He wns looliing for that pecerl. lic vas a good judge of pearls, a connoisseur
of their beauty ond worth, All of his lifc perachps he had been sccking the one perfee”
flawless pearl, the pearl vwith periect proportionz, perfect irridescence, and perfect
structure, Hc had already scen many good pecsrls, but never the supremely perfect one.
When he did find that onc pearl of great price efter long scarch, he knew in 2 moment
that that was vhat he wanted and that it was worth all that he had. He was also a man

of action. Knowing what he wanted, hc acted; he sold all that he had =znd bought the

pcarle.

VWhether you stumble upon the kingdem by accident or whether wvou have spent your
lifetime in locking for it, would ycu know 1t if you found it? Would you be willing t.
give up all that you arc, all that you have, in ordar to possess the treasurce, the
beauty, the worth, the satisfaction of the kingdom? Many of us indicate our truc
evaluation of the worth of the kingdom by owr apathy, our lack of interest, our lack
of any e¢ffort of scecking it out, by our unwillingness to give up anything really import
ant in order to possess it, cnd oftimes by cwr carelessness to guarding it once we do
come into possessicn of it,

Have you found the treasurce of the kingdom, the pearl of great price? If you arc
willing to pay the price asked feor it, you shall have joy untold,
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