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CELESTIAL BODIES

But some will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body
do they come? Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, ex-

cept it die; and that which thou sowest,
which shall be, but grain, it may be of wheat, or some other;
giveth it a body as it hath pleased him,
All flesh is not the same flesh; but there is one kind of flesh
of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes,
Also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial, and bodies tew

body.

birds,

thou sowest not that body
But God

and to every seed his own

and another of

lestial; but the glory of the celestial one; and the terrestrial, an-

other; and the telestial, another,

another glory of the moon,

There is one glory of the sun, and
and another glory of the stars, for one

star differeth from another star in glory, So also is the resurrection

of the dead,

I8

He who is not able to abide the law of the celestial
kingdom can not abide a celestial glory.

Through the centuries there have
been many speculations about what is go-
ing to happen %o a man after he dies, and
in the endless eternity beyond, Scripture
does not tell us all the minute details
of God's system of judgments, rewards,
and punishments, Speculation is futlle
and useless, for "Eye hath not seen, nor
ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man the +things which God hath
prepared for them that love him." Yet we
are warranted in making some assumptions
which ars reasonable and compatible with
what we do know.

God's ways are not our ways; but if
he is God, his ways will be higher than
our ways, not lower, His love, his mercy,
his generosity will be greater than ours,
Because he is omniscient,.he will be more
just, equitable, fair, and reasonable
than men == not less, Human justice re=
cognizes the principle of sulting the de-
gree of punishment to the seriousness of
the crime, For example, human law differ-
entiates between petty larceny and grand
larceny, according to the value of the
property involved, Our law differenti=
ates between first and second degree mur=-
der and manslaughter, and provides varye
-ing penalties commensurate with the de-
gree of guilt,

Does God have Jjust one degree of
punishment for all he finds worthy of

punishment? Jesus said that he who knew
not his Lord's will and did it not should
be beaten with few stripes; but he who
knew his Lord's will and did it not should
be beaten with many stripes, There are
several mentions in scripture of the
*lowest" or "déepest" hell, If there is
a lowest or deepest hell, there must be
others not so low., Jesus told the Phari-
sees that theirs would be a greater pun-
ishment, because they devoured widows'
houses while in full knowledge of the
law, {(Matt, 23:1L)

If there are degrees of punishment
provided for in God's judgments, it is
reasonable and logical to assume that
there may also be degrees of reward,
suited to the qualities of 1life developed
by each individual, Would any man deem
it fair, equitable, just, or even sensible
to include in the same environment all
the patriarchs, prophets, martyrs, and
saints who had lived noble, righteous,
godly, dedicated lives, and also wicked,
wanton, selfish, careless, ungodly men
and women who had spent their 1lives in
sin and then repented and confessed
Christ at +the last moment? Would you
give the same reward to a cold blooded
murderer who confessed Christ a few mo-
ments before his execution, and to his
saintly wvictim or ask them to live eter-
nally in the same environment?



There are indications in seripture
that the future 1life will bring greater
and lesser rewards, not one uniform re-
ward for all, Jesus told his disciples
to rejoice when men reviled and persecuted
them, "for great is your reward in heaven,"
Peter speaks of an "abundant entrance"
into the kingdom, indicating that there
may be an entrance which is not so abune-
dant.

We pause here, however, to stress
again that salvation is of grace, not of
works, Men may not bargain with God,
offering so much work for sc much reward,
God's rewards always exceed our works and
our merit; they are not based on any ar=
bitrary system of celesital bookkeeping.
When a man works through no other moti-
vation than a desire for a special reward
or a special preferment -~ he gets no re-
ward, Men can't claim a reward as their
due; God glves it of his love and grace,
Man must give himself unreservedly to God
without any question as to what the re-~
ward shall be; then God gives freely,
without calculation or stint, but in keep~
ing with man's capacity to understand, to
appreciate, to utilize, and to enjoy, No
sensible man would give a grand piano or
a fine Stradivarius violin to a chimpan-
zee to play with, Nor do we give small
children real autos or airplanes or cy=-
¢lotrons for playthings, So God is not
going to waste his gifts on +those who
would only misuse them, or who have not
the experience and capacity to understand,
utilize, and enjoy them,

The eternal destiny of every man is
to dwell either inside or outside the
kKingdom of God, Men are saved in his
kingdom if they accept Christ, have faith
on him, and build on his foundation, They
are lost if they don't., Yet this does
not necessarily mean that all men are
saved to the same thing, or to the same
place, condition, or degree of glory,
Millions of people live within the terri-
tory amd govermnmental jurisdiction of one
nation -~ the United States; but  they
also live in different’states, territor-
ies, counties, cities, neighborhoods, and
climates, They dwell in different juris-
dictions with wvarying degrees of privi-
lege and freedom, All are in the United
States, All in the Father's house will
not necessarily live in the same mansion
or condition,

All men will some day come forth
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either in the first or the second resur-
rection, to be given @ new body in which
to stand before God for judgment, With
what body do they come? Will all have the
same kind of body? Reason says "No," and
scripture, though admittedly meager, con-
firms this conclusion, Tt is character=-
istic of l1life that it gathers and organ-
izes matter in such a way as to form a
body compatible with its nature, its pur-
pose, and its environment, The life that
is in a fish egg produces the body of a
fish, a body suited to the watery environ-
ment in which the fish lives, The Ilife
in a bird's egg produces a body designed
to fly through the air, There is flesh
of men, of beasts, of fishes, and of
birds, There are also bodles celestial,
terrestrial, and telestial «~ new, immor-
tal, glorified bodies, adapted to the na-
ture and glory of the life within, the
purpose which that life wishes to accomp-
lish, and the environment in which it is
designed to live,

Resurrection is not merely the re-
suscitation of the old body from the i-
dentical elements which were laid in the
grave. Resurrection brings a new body,
as real as the old, or perhaps even more
real, but immortal and incorruptible, It
is raised by the power of God to that de-
gree of the glory of God which the inha-
biting spirit is capable of enjoying and
utilizing, It is adapted to the quality
of life which will dwell in it and be
implemented through it, Those who have
lived on this earth by the laws of the
celestial kingdom, who have received the
celestial guality of life through spiri-
tual re-birth and the indwelling of God's
life and Spirit, will then receive ce-
lestial bodies suitable for life eternal
in a celestial kingdom, But he who is
not able to abide the law of a celestial
kingdom even in part, during this earth
life, cannct abide a celestial kingdom or
the fullness of a celestial glory in e-
ternity.

Spirits and personalities are not
changed by the resurrection, The same
guality of spiritual life that we achieve
here, whether high or low, is carried on
beyond the grave -- the only difference
being that there it is implemented by new,
immortal, incorruptible bodies ~- bodies
celestial, terrestrial, or telestial, as
we have made ourselwves worthy and capable
of receiving them through our works done
in the flesh,



